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Japan Society Appoints Amory Sharpe to Chief Advancement Officer
New York, NY — Japan Society announced this week that it has appointed Amory Sharpe to Chief Advancement Officer. Effective Monday, November 13, Mr. Sharpe will direct Japan Society’s fundraising operations; ensure consistency among media, marketing and development initiatives; and oversee relations between the Society and its Board of Directors. 
"With over twenty-five years of experience as a non-profit fundraiser for cultural institutions and Asia-related organizations, Amory Sharpe is uniquely qualified for this position," said Motoatsu Sakurai, President of Japan Society. "Given his impressive track record in business development, strategic planning, corporate sponsorship, fundraising, and donor cultivation, he will help Japan Society better engage individuals, corporations, foundations and our membership in our current operations and as we plan for the future."
"I am deeply honored by this opportunity to be part of Japan Society and its long history presenting the best of Japan's arts and ideas,” said Mr. Sharpe. "I have traveled to Japan and have partnered with many Japanese and Japanese-American individuals over the years and developed a deep appreciation for Japanese society and culture. I look forward to serving Japan Society's mission to deepen understanding and appreciation between Japan and the United States both here and abroad." 
The position of Chief Advancement Officer is a newly-created position, which oversees the Society's Development and Media & Marketing departments to ensure greater continuity in brand management, to better leverage our marketing and promotional opportunities with our corporate sponsors, and to expand our outreach efforts with individual donors and community partners. The CAO also leads an expansion of our large donor program.
Since 2014, Amory Sharpe has been The Asia Foundation’s Chief Philanthropy Officer, overseeing the strategic direction and daily management of private sector fundraising from foundations, corporations, and individuals. Prior to joining the Foundation, he was the Senior Director of Development and Capital Campaigns at the American Conservatory Theater. He joined the staff of the Asian Art Museum in 2005 and served as the museum’s Director of Development from 2008 to 2012. While at the Asian Art Museum, he raised funds for a number of important Japanese exhibitions and programs including Lords of the Samurai: Legacy of a Daimyo Family, Hiroshi Sugimoto: History of History; and Tezuka: The Marvel of Manga. From 2000 to 2004, he was Director of Development and Government Affairs at the Lower East Side Tenement Museum in New York City. He received his B.A. from Vassar College. 
The appointment of Mr. Sharpe concludes a national search conducted by Japan Society in consultation with Sandler Search.

Founded in 1907, Japan Society in New York City presents sophisticated, topical and accessible experiences of Japanese art and culture, and facilitates the exchange of ideas, knowledge and innovation between the U.S. and Japan. More than 200 events annually encompass world-class exhibitions, dynamic classical and cutting-edge contemporary performing arts, film premieres and retrospectives, workshops and demonstrations, tastings, family activities, language classes, and a range of high-profile talks and expert panels that present open, critical dialogue on issues of vital importance to the U.S., Japan and East Asia.
During the 2017-18 season, Japan Society celebrates its 110th anniversary with expanded programming that builds toward a richer, more globally interconnected 21st century: groundbreaking creativity in the visual and performing arts, unique access to business insiders and cultural influencers, and critical focus on social and educational innovation, illuminating our world beyond borders.
Japan Society is located at 333 East 47th Street. For more information visit www.japansociety.org. 
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